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The name “The Missing One” comes from Nirrudesher Kahani or The Story of The Missing One written by 
Jagadish Chandra Bose in 1896, which is regarded as one of the first tales of science or speculative fiction in 
Bengali. It was a tale of miracles; a cyclone quelled with physics, by pouring oil on water.

Bose was a pioneering inventor of instruments for wireless technology and the study of nature, and a crater 
on the moon was named after the research scientist himself. He was close to the Tagore family who was cen-
tral to the intellectual world of what is called the Bengal Renaissance, generative for art, music and literature, 
narrates Nada Raza, curator of the session.

Gaganendranath Tagore painted a portrait of Bose that now hangs at the Bose Institute in Calcutta. “The 
Missing One” at the Dhaka Art Summit can, therefore, be called an amalgamation of arts and science.

The exhibition carries Shishir Bhattacharjee’s “Come and See the Game 1995,” a large canvas on which hy-
brid monsters appear in a nightmarish scene. Ronni Ahmmed, an eminent local artist, combines classic sci-fi 
memes with myth and folklore. One might travel through space and time while viewing his paintings and 
sculpture that hold components like the UFO (unidentified flying object), time machine and lord Hanuman. 
Through all of it, he creates what he calls a “parallel earth.”

A giant eye that became the centre of attraction on the first floor was actually a 360 degree view projected 
on a large convex surface. “Eye (1),” as its creator Zihan Karim names it, became popular as “the giant eye” 
among the spectators. The film installation begins with bucolic scenes of nature that gradually begin to grey 
into a charred landscape. It may hint towards an omnipotent, all-seeing witness to environmental destruction, 
or simply point to the inevitability of decay and the cycle of life.science

6 February 2016 http://www.dhakatribune.com/
bangladesh/2016/feb/06/paral-
lel-world-myth-and-science



Tejal Shah’s “Landfill Dance (Channel II) 2012” also triggered curiosity among the visitors. In this video, cos-
tumed dancers perform choreographed movements through a landfill, indicating a wider investigation into 
identity, sexuality, agency, the body and its relationship to the world. A number of visitors said they enjoyed 
the video as it could reflect messages alongside absurdity.

Ronni Ahmmed

Distinguished visual artist Ronni Ahmmed’s artworks at “the missing one” infused a touch of fiction in the air 
at Dhaka Art Summit. Two of his sculptures and nine paintings finely merges with the central theme of the 
section “science fiction.” The artist had been in the scene for the last 20 years and shares how he feels about 
art and its power to change the world.

For the Dhaka Art Summit, he has crafted art pieces keeping the concept of dream sequences, science fic-
tion, and meta physics in mind. Two of his sculptures are called “time machine” and “Lord Hanuman carrying 
the sanjeevani mountain.” The artists shared that he mostly likes to work around the concept of spirituality.

He says that an artist’s role in the society is to create beauty. When a society becomes rough in nature and 
its people become intolerant, it is the artists who reconnect people with beauty and tenderness. Artists try 
to rejuvenate the spirituality in people through different forms of art.

Ronni Ahmmed plans to make a huge painting on the “Mahabharat.” The artist likes the way his work helps 
him rediscover himself, his unknown sense of aesthetics. His works usually do not go according to any plan. 
He says: “That is the fun part; when I plan something and my subconscious mind brings out something com-
pletely different and new. Every time I create art, I become surprised to find a new self within me.”

- See more at: http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2016/feb/06/parallel-world-myth-and-
science#sthash.y3r9WhGX.dpuf
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It is difficult to imagine the incredible amount of hard work that is put into creating a festival on the scale of 
the Dhaka Art Summit 2016, which is ready to open its doors and wow the public as of today. Only a few days 
before the big opening, we went to Shilpakala Academy, the venue of the Dhaka Art Summit, to experience 
the hustle and bustle before the curtains open and take a sneak peek at some of the exciting exhibitions that 
will be on display.

There is a lot of effort that goes into setting up each and every exhibition, and quite often rooms have to be 
completely redesigned and panels put up to create the sort of effect the curators have in mind. According to 
Nadia Samdani, director of the Dhaka Art Summit and co-founder and president of the Samdani Art Founda-
tion, the curator of an exhibition exercises complete creative control.

“The curators play the crucial role in the Dhaka Art Summit, and that is why this takes place every two years, 
because it literally takes that long to do the research. The curators do their research, make multiple journeys 
to Dhaka, decide the theme, select the artists and design the show. The Samdani Foundation plays the role 
of setting up the networks and giving them all the portfolios, but we have no outside influence over what the 
professionals decide their show will be.”

This year, the DAS will feature curators from the Centre Pompidou in Paris, Tate Modern in London, the Gug-
genheim and Museum of Modern Art in New York and the Kunsthalle Zurich, among others. For this reason, 
the organisers of the event is calling the DAS a ‘pop-up museum’ that will introduce a variety of art forms, 
with a wide range of collections within each variety, and will be completely free for the public to enjoy.

5 February 2016 http://www.dhakatribune.com/
feature/2016/feb/05/behind-
scenes-dhaka-art-summit-2016



The sheer diversity of the Dhaka Art Summit is really quite incredible, and there is something for everyone. 
Amanullah Mojadidi’s zen garden in one room, with sunlight streaming in from a window, followed by Haroon 
Mirza’s darkened room designed to test the interplay and friction between sound and light waves and elec-
tric current, giving you a visual and sound experience like never before. A corner for the children’s workshop, 
where they will learn to make art from trash, and another corner dedicated to an experimental piece by Tino 
Sehgal which is based on a Japanese manga video game character. Even going from one room to another is 
an artistic experience in itself - with artwork by Simryn Gill hanging up in a corridor that you can see through 
as you walk past, and Prabhavathi Meppayil’s amazing phenomenological creation unsettling viewers by turn-
ing the central hall upside down.

However, it is not only performance art and installations that stimulate your senses and challenge how you 
perceive your surroundings which are available at the summit - many of the exhibitions are based in politi-
cal and social contexts that are extremely relevant in our times and send an important message. One such 
exhibition by Burmese artist Po Po talks about the VIP culture in Bangladesh and Burma, and is ironically 
taking place right outside the VIP lounge. Another display exhibits the facetious but effective protest by an 
artist who was profiled by the FBI after 9/11 for his religion and mobile nature of work, to which he promptly 
responded by taking thousands of pictures of his travels and emailing them to the authorities.

In one room, you can walk through the forests of Burma, painted almost in the style of a traditional theatre 
backdrop, and understand the dramatic environmental changes that have affected this land while admiring 
the beautiful artwork done by Tun Win Aung and Wah Nu. In another, you are given a grim reminder of the 
cages women are forced to wear as a result of patriarchy, by artist and activist Shakuntala Kulkarni.

According to Diana Campbell Betancourt, artistic director of  Samdani Foundation and chief curator of DAS, 
a lot of the works may not be explicitly political, but life is always mixed up with politics, and artists’ personal 
journeys may have wider implications that help us see into their societies and political contexts. This is most 
evident in the exhibition Mining Warm Data, which is curated by Diana.



The third edition of the Dhaka 
Art Summit, deemed the big-
gest festival of South Asian Art, 
begins today at the Bangladesh 
Shilpakala Academy (BSA). 
Organised by the Samdani Art 
Foundation in official partner-
ship with BSA and supported 
by the ministry of Cultural 
Affairs, this year the festival 
expands to four days (Febru-
ary 5-8) and has a plethora of 
activities, including art exhibits, 
performance pavilions, a film 
programme, book launches, 
panel talks and a children’s 
workshop.
Here is a glimpse of what is happening. Apart from some presentations and book launches scheduled at 
the VIP Lounge (at Le Meridien hotel), all other activities are at the BSA, and are open to all from 10am-
9pm. Here is a glimpse of all the happenings, while a detailed programme guide can be downloaded from 
dhakaartsummit.org. 

The exhibitions are broadly divided in six sections: “Solo Projects” (curated by Diana Campbell Betancourt) 
focuses on works reconfigured within the Bangladeshi context, celebrating pluralism. The “Rewind” section 
(advised by Sabih Ahmed, Amara Antilla, Diana Campbell Betancourt and Beth Citron) highlights 12 art-
ists active before the 1980s. “The Missing One” (curated by Nada Raza) features works by Bangladeshi and 
foreign artists, inspired by a Bangla sci-fi story by JC Bose and a watercolour by Gaganendranath Tagore. 
This exhibit will have a suuplementary activity, a Poetry trail, organised by the British Council. “Mining Warm 
Data” (curated by Diana Campbell Betancourt) features works by South Asian artists and their diaspora, 
radiating around Mariam Ghani and Chitra Ganesh’s chapter of “Index of the Disappeared”. “Architecture in 
Bangladesh” (curated by Aurlien Lemonier, Centre Pompidou) honours works by visionary architect Muzha-
rul Islam, with works by 19 Bangladeshi architects. The “Performance Pavilion: Shifting Sands Sifting Hands” 
(curated by Nikhil Chopra, Madhavi Gore and Jana Prepeluh) approaches contemporary critiques of perfor-
mance art within the institution and an object-oriented art world. “Soul Searching” (curated by Md. Muniruz-
zaman) looks into the roots of Bangladeshi art, and features works by prominent and promising artists alike. 

The Film Programme, curated by Sanjay Jhaveri, will be held at the third floor auditorium, every afternoon 
on the first three days, and whole day on the final day. The programme explores colonial and post-colonial 
conditions through the lives and journey of individuals buy also the emotional narratives. 

A “Critical Writing Ensemble” (curated by Katya Garcia-Anton with Diana Campbell Betancourt) gathers 
writers critics, poets, philosophers and curators to potentiate writing across histories and working from the 
context of South Asia. The event is restricted and takes place at the Le Meridien VIP lounge. 

5 February 2016
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Six Panel talks will take place, of which some of them will be at BSA and will be open, while others are for 
select audiences at the VIP Lounge. 

A total of 11 Bangladeshi galleries and non-profits will also have presentations at the Summit, from Dhaka and 
Chittagong. 

A Live Feed Station, titled “Asia Art Archive”, will act as an on-site junction for viewing most interesting art 
publications, art magazines, books and catalogues published in the past century. 

 
VAST Bhutan will stage a children’s workshop across two days of the summit, working together with the 
youth of Dhaka to make an immersive installation from local waste products. 

The Samdani Art Award will also be handed on the first day of the festival, in a grand ceremony at the VIP 
Lounge. 



“Warm Data is a term that was coined by Afghan artist Mariam Ghani. It basically follows on the fact that you 
know more about a person by what they name their children or their favourite movie, rather than what their 
religion is or what town they were born in. So how do you turn a cold statistic into a warm data, that personi-
fies you? How do you let the personal touch the political? That is basically what is explored here.”

This is only the tip of the iceberg, and there are a myriad of solo projects, curated exhibitions, curated pro-
grammes and children’s workshops that will definitely take a whole day to explore, if not more.

“I just want to tell people that please bring your families, especially your children. We have so much planned 
here and there is so much to see. The giants of the art world will be present as speakers here, and it will just 
be this amazing experience that is completely free and you shouldn’t miss out,” says Nadia Samdani.
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With a call to celebrate the 
world’s largest non-commercial 
research and exhibition plat-
form for South Asian Art and 
the grandest fiesta of versatile 
artistic expression, the third 
edition of Dhaka Art Summit re-
turns to the capital’s Shilpakala 
Academy on February 5.

The four day (February 5-8) 
summit, jointly organised by 
Samdani Art Foundation in 
association with Bangladesh 
Shilpakala Academy and the 
Bangladesh Tourism Board, as
well as over 50 international partners which range from the Centre Pompidou to the Harvard South Asia In-
stitute, is offering a cornucopia of diverse art: be it fine, video, installation, photography, performance, archi-
tecture, film, critical writing, artists’ talks and more.

The whole world is looking forward to having a close look at the proceedings of Dhaka Art Summit, as the 
international art event has become a buzzword among  global art connoisseurs, curators, researchers, critics, 
lovers and above all mere enthusiasts, attaining significant critical acclaim from all corners of the world.   The 
third successive edition of Dhaka Art Summit, which features nearly 300 leading artists, curators, and writers 
from across South Asia and the world, has truly augmented the image of Bangladesh across the international 
art scene and at the same time, it is a great opportunity for Bangladeshi artists and art lovers alike.

The summit is a free and ticketless event so everyone must attend the colossal arrangement with friends and 
family. Everyone attending the summit is thought to be a VIP and an important part of the proud summit, ac-
cording to Nadia Samdani, one of the founders of Dhaka Art Summit and Samdani Art Foundation.

3 February 2016
http://www.thedailystar.net/
arts-entertainment/exhibi-
tion/grand-fiesta-south-asian-
art-211738



Nadia Samdani also explained why this edition carries immense significance: with showcasing of priceless art-
works by South Asian Masters, participation of 11 noted international curators, several world famous museum 
and artistic directors, 600 overseas artists and over 50 international media including BBC and The New York 
Times. “The honourable and independent five-member jury is in a flux to select the best one to award Sam-
dani Art Award 2016. Art lovers, for the first time, will see the works (accomplished before ‘60s and ‘70s) by 
the master artist SM Sultan along with multifarious interesting, serious, satirical, socially conscious, strange 
and aesthetic pieces of art apart from a series of film screenings, performances, guided tours, and children’s 
workshops,” said Nadia Samdani.
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ARTnews reveals names of top 200

Recently names of revered art collector couple Rajeeb and Nadia Samdani came up in the top 200 
list prepared by ARTnews. ARTnews which has been documenting artworks since 1902, judged the 
Samdanis to be 151st on the list. The resplendent couple is among 23 new additions to the list for 
2015 which includes Titanic star Leonardo de Caprio. Other iconic figures sharing the honour with 
the Samdanis include Lisa and John Pritzker, Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi, Penny Pritzker and Bryan 
Traubert, Charles Saatchi and others. The Samdani couple is among only four of the list who are 
representing South Asia, with the other three spots taken by two from Taipei and one from Kuala 
Lumpur. ARTnews magazine dubbed the couple ‘prodigious collectors of art of their region’ who 
are also ‘avid supporters of it.’ The Samdani couple has ardently collected artworks by contempo-
rary Bangladeshi artists and many reputed artists from India and Pakistan.

The Dhaka Art Summit (DAS), a venture of this collector couple has been held biennially from 2012 
and has had its projects travel to the Venice Biennale, the Queens Museum, Kochi-Muziris Bien-
nale, and the Kunsthalle Basel. The summit brings international curators, artists, and other arts 
professionals together. The summit has always been kept open and free for all. In its second carni-
val in 2014 the Summit drew over seventy thousand visitors in three days ascending it to the com-
mon ground shared by major international art fairs. Therefore DAS is the world’s largest platform 
provider for exhibition of South Asian Art and non-commercial research on such art. The Summit 
arranges inter-generational and inter-regional dialogues which are hard to come by in the tumultu-
ous South East Asia. Next year will see third edition of the summit held in Dhaka in February. This 
edition will have new attractions such as the non-commercial Rewind section, highlighting practices 
of South Asian artists active before 1980. Diana Campbell Betancourt, artistic director of SAF and 
chief curator of DAS for 2014 will curate the summit for 2016 as well.

The Samdani Art Foundation (SAF), which organises the Dhaka Art Summit is also a enterprise of 
the couple. It was founded in 2011. The foundation regarded ‘philanthropic’ by ARTnews in collabo-
ration with the Delfina Foundation, hands over the Samdani Art Award biannually. The award has 
personalities like Caroline Bourgeois (Curator, Pinault Collection), Cosmin Costinas (Director, Para/
Site), Catherine David (Deputy Director, Centre Pompidou), Massimiliano Gioni (Artistic Director, 
New Museum), and Aaron Cezar (Director, Delfina Foundation) as jurors. The foundation has more 
than three hundred artworks in its collections. SAF procures artworks for DAS after interacting with 
artists for several years. The works are then declared to be in the possession of original artists 
while at the same time giving the artist opportunities to display their work in foreign land. SAF also 
helps persons foreign to this region build a sustainable link with its culture and people. The founda-
tion is all set to open a public art center in Sylhet by 2018.

17th July 2015



Rajeeb and Nadia Samdani both are founders of SAF, members of the Tate South Asia Acqui-
sitions Committee, the New Museum’s International Leadership Council. Last year they were 
shortlisted for the ‘Forbes India Art Award’ in the ‘Young Collector of the Year’ category for their 
huge collection of artworks by distinguished Indian artists.

Individually Nadia Samdani is the president of SAF and director of the DAS. At the age of twenty 
two she first collected art, which was a watercolor by the Bohemian Bangladeshi modernist, SM 
Sultan. Her articles on ‘collecting art’ has been published in ‘ArtAsiaPacific’, ‘Wall Street Jour-
nal’, ‘Livemint’ and many other international publications. She has also been invited to speak at 
various international art fairs on the same issue. Nadia is also a member of the Parasol Unit’s 
International Committee.

At present Rajeeb Samdani is a Trustee of the Samdani Art Foundation and is the managing di-
rector of Golden Harvest Group. Golden Harvest works in a diverse range of sectors, which are: 
Food Processing, Dairy, Commodities, Logistics, Information Technology, Real Estate, Aviation 
and Insurance. Rajeeb is the Secretary General of Bangladesh Human Rights Foundation and 
the founder of TAC Charitable Hospital and the Alvina Samdani Trust.

http://bangladesh.shafaqna.com/EN/BD/186713
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Samdanis to be 151st on the list. The resplendent couple is among 23 new additions to the list for 
2015 which includes Titanic star Leonardo de Caprio. Other iconic figures sharing the honour with 
the Samdanis include Lisa and John Pritzker, Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi, Penny Pritzker and Bryan 
Traubert, Charles Saatchi and others. The Samdani couple is among only four of the list who are 
representing South Asia, with the other three spots taken by two from Taipei and one from Kuala 
Lumpur. ARTnews magazine dubbed the couple ‘prodigious collectors of art of their region’ who 
are also ‘avid supporters of it.’ The Samdani couple has ardently collected artworks by contempo-
rary Bangladeshi artists and many reputed artists from India and Pakistan.
 
The Dhaka Art Summit (DAS), a venture of this collector couple has been held biennially from 2012 
and has had its projects travel to the Venice Biennale, the Queens Museum, Kochi-Muziris Bien-
nale, and the Kunsthalle Basel. The summit brings international curators, artists, and other arts 
professionals together. The summit has always been kept open and free for all. In its second carni-
val in 2014 the Summit drew over seventy thousand visitors in three days ascending it to the com-
mon ground shared by major international art fairs. Therefore DAS is the world’s largest platform 
provider for exhibition of South Asian Art and non-commercial research on such art. The Summit 
arranges inter-generational and inter-regional dialogues which are hard to come by in the tumultu-
ous South East Asia. Next year will see third edition of the summit held in Dhaka in February. This 
edition will have new attractions such as the non-commercial Rewind section, highlighting practices 
of South Asian artists active before 1980. Diana Campbell Betancourt, artistic director of SAF and 
chief curator of DAS for 2014 will curate the summit for 2016 as well.

The Samdani Art Foundation (SAF), which organises the Dhaka Art Summit is also a enterprise of 
the couple. It was founded in 2011. The foundation regarded ‘philanthropic’ by ARTnews in collabo-
ration with the Delfina Foundation, hands over the Samdani Art Award biannually. The award has 
personalities like Caroline Bourgeois (Curator, Pinault Collection), Cosmin Costinas (Director, Para/
Site), Catherine David (Deputy Director, Centre Pompidou), Massimiliano Gioni (Artistic Director, 
New Museum), and Aaron Cezar (Director, Delfina Foundation) as jurors. 



The foundation has more than three hundred artworks in its collections. SAF procures artworks 
for DAS after interacting with artists for several years. The works are then declared to be in the 
possession of original artists while at the same time giving the artist opportunities to display 
their work in foreign land. SAF also helps persons foreign to this region build a sustainable link 
with its culture and people. The foundation is all set to open a public art center in Sylhet by 
2018.
 
The foundation currently supports curators from the Tate Modern, Centre Pompidou, Kunsthalle 
Zurich, Guggenheim, Rubin Museum, Asia Art Archive and many others in conducting research 
and exhibition on South Asian art. The foundation is all set to open a public art center in Sylhet 
by 2018.
 
Rajeeb and Nadia Samdani both are founders of SAF, members of the Tate South Asia Acqui-
sitions Committee, the New Museum’s International Leadership Council. Last year they were 
shortlisted for the ‘Forbes India Art Award’ in the ‘Young Collector of the Year’ category for their 
huge collection of artworks by distinguished Indian artists.
 
Individually Nadia Samdani is the president of SAF and director of the DAS. At the age of twenty 
two she first collected art, which was a watercolor by the Bohemian Bangladeshi modernist, SM 
Sultan. Her articles on ‘collecting art’ has been published in ‘ArtAsiaPacific’, ‘Wall Street Jour-
nal’, ‘Livemint’ and many other international publications. She has also been invited to speak at 
various international art fairs on the same issue. Nadia is also a member of the Parasol Unit’s 
International Committee.
 
At present Rajeeb Samdani is a Trustee of the Samdani Art Foundation and is the managing di-
rector of Golden Harvest Group. Golden Harvest works in a diverse range of sectors, which are: 
Food Processing, Dairy, Commodities, Logistics, Information Technology, Real Estate, Aviation 
and Insurance. Rajeeb is the Secretary General of Bangladesh Human Rights Foundation and 
the founder of TAC Charitable Hospital and the Alvina Samdani Trust.
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Recently names of revered art collector couple Ra-
jeeb and Nadia Samdani came up in the top 200 list 
prepared by ARTnews. ARTnews which has been 
documenting artworks since 1902, judged the Sam-
danis to be 151st on the list. The resplendent couple 
is among 23 new additions to the list for 2015 which 
includes Titanic star Leonardo de Caprio. Other 
iconic figures sharing the honour with the Samdanis 
include Lisa and John Pritzker, Sultan Sooud Al Qas-
semi, Penny Pritzker and Bryan Traubert, Charles 
Saatchi and others. The Samdani couple is among 
only four of the list who are representing South Asia, 
with the other three spots taken by two from Taipei 
and one from Kuala Lumpur. ARTnews magazine 
dubbed the couple ‘prodigious collectors of art of 
their region’ who are also ‘avid supporters of it.’ The 
Samdani couple has ardently collected artworks by 
contemporary Bangladeshi artists and many reputed 
artists from India and Pakistan. 
The Dhaka Art Summit (DAS), a venture of this col-
lector couple has been held biennially from 2012 and 
has had its projects travel to the Venice Biennale, the 
Queens Museum, Kochi-Muziris Biennale, and the 
Kunsthalle Basel. The summit brings international cu-
rators, artists, and other arts professionals together. 
The summit has always been kept open and free for 
all. In its second carnival in 2014 the Summit drew 
over seventy thousand visitors in three days ascend-
ing it to the common ground shared by major interna-
tional art fairs. Therefore DAS is the world’s largest 
platform provider for exhibition of South Asian Art and 
non-commercial research on such art..

The Summit arranges inter-generational and inter-regional dialogues which are hard to come by in the tumultuous 
South East Asia. Next year will see third edition of the summit held in Dhaka in February. This edition will have new 
attractions such as the non-commercial Rewind section, highlighting practices of South Asian artists active before 
1980. Diana Campbell Betancourt, artistic director of SAF and chief curator of DAS for 2014 will curate the summit 
for 2016 as well.



The Samdani Art Foundation 
(SAF), which organises the 
Dhaka Art Summit is also a 
enterprise of the couple. It was 
founded in 2011. The founda-
tion regarded ‘philanthropic’ 
by ARTnews in collaboration 
with the Delfina Foundation, 
hands over the Samdani Art 
Award biannually. The award 
has personalities like Caroline 
Bourgeois (Curator, Pinault 
Collection), Cosmin Costinas

(Director, Para/Site), Catherine David (Deputy Director, Centre Pompidou), Massimiliano Gioni (Artistic 
Director, New Museum), and Aaron Cezar (Director, Delfina Foundation) as jurors. The foundation has 
more than three hundred artworks in its collections. SAF procures artworks for DAS after interacting with 
artists for several years. The works are then declared to be in the possession of original artists while at 
the same time giving the artist opportunities to display their work in foreign land. SAF also helps persons 
foreign to this region build a sustainable link with its culture and people. The foundation is all set to open 
a public art center in Sylhet by 2018.
The foundation currently supports curators from the Tate Modern, Centre Pompidou, Kunsthalle Zurich, 
Guggenheim, Rubin Museum, Asia Art Archive and many others in conducting research and exhibition on 
South Asian art. The foundation is all set to open a public art center in Sylhet by 2018.
Rajeeb and Nadia Samdani both are founders of SAF, members of the Tate South Asia Acquisitions 
Committee, the New Museum’s International Leadership Council. Last year they were shortlisted for the 
‘Forbes India Art Award’ in the ‘Young Collector of the Year’ category for their huge collection of artworks 
by distinguished Indian artists.
Individually Nadia Samdani is the president of SAF and director of the DAS. At the age of twenty two 
she first collected art, which was a watercolor by the Bohemian Bangladeshi modernist, SM Sultan. Her 
articles on ‘collecting art’ has been published in ‘ArtAsiaPacific’, ‘Wall Street Journal’, ‘Livemint’ and many 
other international publications. She has also been invited to speak at various international art fairs on the 
same issue. Nadia is also a member of the Parasol Unit’s International Committee.
At present Rajeeb Samdani is a Trustee of the Samdani Art Foundation and is the managing director of 
Golden Harvest Group. Golden Harvest works in a diverse range of sectors, which are: Food Processing, 
Dairy, Commodities, Logistics, Information Technology, Real Estate, Aviation and Insurance. Rajeeb is the 
Secretary General of Bangladesh Human Rights Foundation and the founder of TAC Charitable Hospital 
and the Alvina Samdani Trust.

http://www.observerbd.com/2015/07/12/99393.php



Rajeeb and Nadia Samdani, 
renowned art collectors from 
Bangladesh, have been named 
in the prestigious ArtNews Top 
200 Collectors of the world. The 
25th anniversary of the list terms 
the Samdanis “Young Bangla-
deshi investors, [who] are not 
only prodigious collectors of art of 
their region —their vast collection 
includes modern and contempo-
rary Bangladeshi artists as well as 
artists from India and Pakistan — 
they are also avid supporters of it.
Rajeeb is co-chair and a founding member of Tate’s South Asian Acquisition Committee, but the 
Samdanis have become best known for their biennial, Dhaka Art Summit, which brings together 
curators, artists, and other arts professionals from around the globe.” Nadia and Rajeeb are the only 
representatives of the South Asia on the list, with the only other Asian collectors being from places 
like Taipei (Taiwan) and Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia). The achievement puts the Samdanis next to col-
lectors Pinault, Prada, Arnault, Saatchi to Hollywood star Leonardo Di Caprio. 

The Dhaka Art Summit, which was launched in 2012 and in its second edition in 2014 attracted 
70,000 visitors -- putting it on par in terms of attendance with major international art fairs. February 
2016 will bring the third edition of the summit to Dhaka. Their Samdani Art Foundation, in partner-
ship with the Delfina Foundation, gives out the biannual Samdani Art Award to a young Bangladeshi 
artist -- the jury for which includes Cosmin Costinas (director of Hong Kong’s Para/Site), Catherine 
David (deputy director of Paris’s Centre Pompidou) and Massimiliano Gioni (artistic director of New 
York’s New Museum). At the Venice Biennale in 2015, the Samdanis’ foundation supported the work 
of Naeem Mohaiemen and Raqs Media Collective; both included in the curated exhibition “All The 
World’s Futures”. In 2014 they were nominated for the Forbes India Art Award in the Young Collector 
of the Year category in recognition of their collection of Indian artists such as Anish Kapoor, Bharti 
Kher, Jitish Kallat, Ravinder Reddy, Chitra Ganesh, and Subodh Gupta.

http://www.thedailystar.net/arts-entertainment/rajeeb-and-nadia-samdani-among-top-art-collectors-the-world-110641
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Nadia and Rajeeb Samdani, the founders of The Samdani Art Foundation, were recognized on the 
2015 Top 200 Collectors list by Artnews. They have enabled Bangladeshi artists to expand their 
creative horizons through production grants, residencies, education programs, and exhibitions. 
The Foundation produces the bi-annual Dhaka Art Summit which is the world’s largest non-com-
mercial platform for South Asian Art. The Foundation also collects art from all over the world, and 
the collection is available for Bangladeshi audiences to view (by appointment). Founders Rajeeb 
and Nadia Samdani.Works from Documenta, the Venice Biennale, Liverpool Biennale have a 
permanent home in Bangladesh. The collection contains works by emerging Bangladeshi artists 
such as Ayesha Sultana as well as established international artists such as Ceal Floyer, Ai Wei 
Wei, Anish Kapoor, and Pedro Reyes. The collection and foundation are run by American curator 
Diana Campbell Betancourt who is the Artistic Director of the foundation. Works from the Samdani 
Art Foundation collection are exhibited all over the world through loan requests at exhibitions such 
as the Kunsthalle Basel,Gwangju Biennial, and Fukuoka Asian Art Museum.
 
The Samdani Art Foundation collaborates with international institutions to increase scholarship 
and exhibition opportunities for South Asian Artists. The 2016 Dhaka Art Summit will include cura-
tors from the Tate Modern, Centre Pompidou, and Kunsthalle Zurich. The Samdanis sit on the 
international leadership council of the New Museum in New York and Mr. Samdani is the co-Chair 
of he Tate South Asia Acquisitions committee. The Samdani Art Foundation has supported inter-
national institutions such as the Kunsthalle Basel, the 2nd Kochi Biennale, and the 56th Interna-
tional Art Exhibition of la Biennale di Venezia,however the Foundation is not a grant making body 
and generally works with curatorial collaborations on an institutional level.

http://daily-sun.com/post/58086/Founders-Rajeeb-and-Nadia-Samdani-named-top-200-art-collectors
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Rajeeb and Nadia Samdani have been listed among 200 collectors by the ARTnews.

According to an article published by the ARTnews, the Samdani’s vast collection includes modern 
and contemporary Bangladeshi artists as well as artists from India and Pakistan.

The Samdani couple have appeared in the list for the first time along with 22 others this year. On 
the other hand, some 13 others have been on the list since it began in 1990 while 20 other collec-
tors have been recognised more than 20 times.

Nadia Samdani (L), Rajeeb Samdani. Photo courtesy 2014 Dhaka Art Summit

Industrialists Rajeeb is co-chair and a founding member of Tate’s South Asian Acquisition Commit-
tee but the Samdanis are best known for their biennial, Dhaka Art Summit.

Dhaka Art Summit brings together curators, artists and other arts professionals from around the 
globe and the third edition of the summit will be held in February 2016.

In 2014, the summit attracted around 70,000 visitors, putting it on par, attendance-wise, with a ma-
jor international art fair.



Terming the event as a support for art from the 
region, Rajeeb said: “Bangladesh doesn’t have a 
dedicated contemporary art museum.

He said the event also plays host to new works and 
commissions from international artists, like Lynda 
Benglis and Simryn Gill.

The young Bangladeshi indutrialist couple’s Sam-
dani Art Foundation gives out the biannual Sam-
dani Art Award to a young Bangladeshi artist in 
partnership with the Delfina Foundation.

The jury for the award includes Cosmin Costinas, 
director of Hong Kong’s Para/Site, Catherine Da-
vid, deputy director of Paris’s Centre Pompidou, 
and Massimiliano Gioni, artistic director of New 
York’s New Museum.

At the Venice Biennale in 2015, the Samdanis’ 
foundation supported the work of Naeem Mohaie-
men and Raqs Media Collective, both included in 
the curated exhibition “All The World’s Futures.”

In 2014 they were nominated for the Forbes India 
Art Award in the Young Collector of the Year cat-
egory in recognition of their collection of Indian art-
ists such as Anish Kapoor, Bharti Kher, Jitish Kal-
lat, Ravinder Reddy, Chitra Ganesh, and Subodh 
Gupta.

Founded in 1902, ARTnews is the oldest and most widely-circulated art magazine in the world. Its readership 
of 180,000 in 123 countries includes collectors, dealers, historians, artists, museum directors, curators, con-
noisseurs, and enthusiasts.

Published eleven times a year, ARTnews reports on the art, personalities, issues, trends and events shaping the 
international art world.

http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2015/jul/08/bangladeshi-couple-among-artnewss-top-200-collectors
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http://www.eindependentbd.com/home/displaypage/news_2015-04-03_14_17_b
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The third edition of the Dhaka Art Summit -- dubbed the world’s largest platform for South Asian art-- will be held on February 
5-8, 2016 at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, the organisers announced in a press conference yesterday.

Presented by the Samdani Art Foundation, the biennial art exhibition is organised in collaboration with Bangladesh Shilpakala 
Academy. A pioneering research and exhibition platform for South Asian art, the event brings together artists, curators, mu-
seums, scholars, and visitors from across Bangladesh and the world to discover institutional-quality works in a non-commercial 
environment. Its curatorial team will include representatives from the world’s biggest art museums, such as the Tate Modern in 
London, Centre Pompidou in Paris, Guggenheim in New York, as well as artist Nikhil Chopra and many others. New programmes 
for architecture, experimental writing and historic archives will also launch in the 2016 edition of the festival.

A press conference was held in this regard at the auditorium of National Art Gallery of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy yester-
day. Nadia Samdani, director of Dhaka Art Summit; Liaquat Ali Lucky, director general, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy; Gousul 
Alam Shaon, member, Dhaka Art Summit Organising Committee and Muniruzzaman, curator for Bangladeshi Contemporary Art 
Exhibition, Dhaka Art Summit were present at the event.

Noted curator Diana Campbell Betancourt will return to the Summit to curate the solo projects, public art project and the 
talks. Tate Modern’s Nada Raza will explore the influence of sci-fi and retro-futurism in South Asia across generations. Aurelien 
Lemonier will curate an exhibition on Bangladeshi architecture as part of a wider research project for the Centre Pompidou. 
Shanay Jhaveri will curate a film programme while Nikhil Chopra and Madhavi Gorewill curate the performance programme and 
conduct educational workshops with Bangladeshi performance artists. The Summit will also include an exhibition of Bangladeshi 
art, curated by the founder of Gallery Chitrak, Mohammad Muniruzzaman.

The third edition of the Summit will also include several new programmes, such as the non-commercial “Rewind” section, high-
lighting practices of South Asian artists active before 1980 and advised by a team from the Rubin Museum (NY), Asia Art Archive 
(Hong Kong) and the Guggenheim (NY). The Summit will also feature 20 international writers in Critical Writing Ensembles that 
explore forms of experimental writing in South Asia and the rest of the world and help Bangladeshi art writers to develop their 
skills. Dhaka Art Summit 2016’s speaker panel will consist of 35 speakers from 15 different countries, including Bangladesh.

Samdani Art Foundation has again partnered with the Delfina Foundation to award an outstanding young Bangladeshi artist the 
opportunity to attend a three-month residency in London as part of the Samdani Art Award.

03 April 2015 Daily Star Web

http://www.thedailystar.net/arts-entertainment/arts/dhaka-art-summit-2016-announced-75303
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Dhaka Art Summit, an initiative of the Samdani Art Foundation, will run from February 5 to 8, 2016, in collaboration with the 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.

The world’s largest platform for South Asian art brings together artists, curators, scholars, museums representatives and 
numerous visitors from Bangladesh and across the world to discover institutional-quality artworks in a non-profit atmosphere, 
while this edition’s curatorial team includes representatives from renowned museums, such as the Tete Modern in London, 
Centre Pompidou in Paris, Guggenheim in New York.

The announcement came out yesterday in a press conference at the auditorium of National Art Gallery where Nadia Samdani, 
the director of Dhaka Art Summit, Liaquat Ali Lucky, the director general of BSA, Gousul Alam Shaon, a member of the sum-
mit organising committee and Muniruzzaman, curator of Bangladeshi contemporary art exhibitions, were present.

Expanding to a four-day-long event, the biennale will include new programmes for architecture, experimental writing and 
historic archives in the 2016 edition.

Diana Campbell Betancourt, the artistic director of the foundation, will curate the solo projects, public art projects and the 
talks programmes like the previous editions, while Nadia Raza from Tete Modern will explore the influence of sci-fi and retro-
futurism in South Asia art.

Like the previous edition, the Samdani Art Foundation has collaborated with the Delfina Foundation (UK) to award an out-
standing young Bangladeshi artist the opportunity to attend a three-month residency at the Delfina Foundation in London as 
part of the bi-annual Samdani Art Award. 

03 April 2015 Dhaka Tribune Web

http://www.dhakatribune.com/entertainment/2015/apr/03/dhaka-art-summit-launch-third-edition-feb-2016
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http://ipreport24.com/index.php?most=1&news_id=11722


